
Gulf Venture Capital Association
First Annual Conference

20-22 February 2006
The Ritz Carlton Hotel

Kingdom of Bahrain

Provisional Agenda

Conference Registration :  Monday, February 20
Venue: Al Ghazal Ballroom, Ritz Carlton

18.00 – 20.00 Registration

20.00 – 22.30 Reception

Day One: Tuesday, February 21
(The State of the Industry in the Gulf)
Venue: Al Noor Ballroom, Ritz Carlton

08.00 – 09.00 Registration

09.00 – 09.30 Seating

*Please take note that the doors to Al Noor Ballroom will be closed at 09.30

09.30 – 11.20 Conference Opening Session
Under the Patronage of of
His Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa,
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bahrain

09.00 – 09.10 Recital from the Holy Quran

09.10 – 09.20 Welcome Remarks
Abdullah Al-Subyani, President
Gulf Venture Capital Association

09.20 – 09.50 Keynote Address
His Excellency Rasheed M. Almaraj, Governor of Bahrain Monetary
Agency

09.50 – 10.20 Keynote Address
His Excellency Dr. Ali A. Soliman, CEO & General Manager, Islamic
Corporation for the Development of the Private Sector,
Islamic Development Bank Group

10.20 – 10.30 Keynote Address
Khalid Al-Falih, Senior Vice President, Saudi Aramco www.gulfvca.org
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Under the Patronage of
H.H. Shaikh Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa,

Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Bahrain

Building a Regional Venture Capital
and Private Equity Industry
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Conclusion of Opening Ceremony and Award Presentation
Abdullah Al-Subyani, President, Gulf Venture Capital Association

11.20 – 11.40 Networking Coffee Break
Hosted by: The Next Round, USA

Session One (Lessons from around the World)
Chaired by:
Dr. Oussama Tabbara, Vice President,
Gulf Venture Capital Association

11.40 – 12.05 Building a VC Industry - Case Study Europe
Javier Echarri, Secretary General of the European Venture Capital
Association

12.05 – 12.30 Building a VC Industry - Case Study Malaysia
Ismael Fariz Ali, Managing Partner, First Floor Capital

12.30 – 12.55 Building a VC Industry – Case Study Jordan
Emile Cubeisey, Vice President of Accelerator Technology
Holdings,Jordan

12:55 – 14.30 Conference Luncheon
Venue: Al Khayma, Ritz Carlton
Hosted by: Malaz Group

Session Two (The State of the Industry in the Region)
Chaired by:
Mansour Al-Khuzam, CEO Khazaen Investments

14.30 – 15.00 Private Equity in the Gulf Region
Arif Naqvi, Executive Vice Chairman & CEO of Abraaj Capital

15.00 – 15.30 State of the Region's VC/PE Industry
Imad Ghandour, Head of Investment Strategy and Research, 
Gulf Capital (UAE)

15.30 – 15.45 Networking Coffee Break
Hosted by: The Next Round, USA
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15.45 – 16.00 Introducing the Café Discussion Methodology and
Explaining the Questions of the Day
Jamal Al-Mutair, President of Kanz Consulting

16.00 – 17.00 Café Discussion Session
All Conference Participants

17.00 – 17.15 Conclusion of Day One
Ahmad Al-Sari, Conference Chairman

20.00 – 11.00 Gala Dinner
Venue: Croquet Lawn, Ritz Carlton
Hosted by: Saudi Aramco

Day Two: Wednesday, February 22
(Building a Vibrant VC/PE Industry)
Venue: Al Ghazal Ballroom, Ritz Carlton

09.00 – 09.10 Opening Remarks
Ahmad Al-Sari, Conference Chairman

09.10 – 09.25 Presentation of the Café Discussion Major Conclusions
Jamal Al-Mutair, President of Kanz Consulting

Session Three
09.25 – 10.25 Panel on Corporate Venture Capital -

It’s Role Benefits & Critical Success Factors
Panel Moderated by:
Dr. Fahad bin Mushayt, Saudi Telecom

Panel:
Hilal Al-Tuwairqi, CEO, Al-Tuwairqi Group (KSA)
Thomas Kuruvilla, Arthur D. Little Asia Pte. Ltd. (Singapore)
Maher Chebbo, Industry Vice President, EMEA-SAP AG (Germany)
Thomas Friis-Hansen, Intel Capital (United Kingdom)

10.25 – 10.45 Networking Coffee Break
Hosted by: The Next Round, USA
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Session Four (The Road to a Vibrant VC/PE Industry)
Chaired by:
Ihsan Jawad, President, Zawya

10.45 – 11.15 Taking your Company Public - A Road Map
Dr. Fahad Almubarak, Managing Director of Amwal
Al-Khaleej, Riyadh

11.15 – 11.45 Prerequisites for a Vibrant Regional VC/PE Industry
Dr. Florence Eid, Senior Economist for Middle East and North 
Africa Region, JP Morgan, London

Session Five
11.45 – 12.45 Panel on Venture Capital in the Gulf -

Opportunities & Challenges
Panel Moderated by:
Hussain Al-Rifai, Managing Director, Injazat Capital Limited

Panel:
Dr. Abdulaziz Jazzar, Executive Partner, Malaz Group
Abdulaziz Serkal, Managing Director, M’Sharie
Dr. Karim Sabbagh, Partner & Vice President, Booz Allen Hamilton

12.45 – 14.45 Conference Luncheon
Venue: Al Khayma, Ritz Carlton

14.45 – 14.30 Explaining the Café Discussion Questions of the Day
Jamal Al-Mutair, President of Kanz Consulting

14.30 – 16.00 Café Discussion Session
All Conference Participants

16.00 – 16.15  Conference Closing Remarks & Announcements
Abdullah Al-Subyani, President, Gulf Venture Capital Association


